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In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries the explorers
Nordenskyold, Amundsen, and Vilkitski each succeeded in
making a voyage through the Arctic. But they had to winter
en route on the frozen sea. After the Revolution of 1917 the
question of opening the Arctic for shipping was raised again.
A route was established through the Kara Sea to the mouth
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of the river Yenessei, where the port of Igarka was founded.
The return journey from Murmansk and Archangel to Igarka
is now made regularly each summer, while many foreign
vessels, particularly British timber ships, make the voyage.
In 1932 the steamship Sibiryakov, under the leadership of
the noted Arctic explorer Otto Schmidt, completed the entire
voyage from Archangel to Vladivostock in one summer. But
the cargo boat Chelyuskin, which reached the Behring Strait
in the following year, was less fortunate. Within two-and-a-
half miles of open water the ship was forced back by a terrific
gale, and eventually became frozen in the ice. The hull of
the vessel was cracked by ice-pressure, and 105 persons
(scientists, seamen, and others) were forced to leave the sinking
boat and to camp on the ice. Fortunately all but one survived
and were in the end rescued by aeroplane.
In the summer of 1934 the ice-breaker Lidka completed the
voyage from Vladivostock to Murmansk, and the next year
two ordinary cargo boats sailed right through from Archangel